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Malta’'s
tiny
wartime
fleet:

HM Drifter Eday

by Denis A. Darmanin

of ships which made a name for

themselves during World War
Two, but we must not forget the much
smaller vessels which were so essential
to Malta’'s defence. An underwater docu-
mentary in the series Dinja Ohrashown
on TVM on June 12 featured a sunken
wreck off the Maltese coast. Thiswreck
isidentified asthat of H.M. Drifter Eddy.

Eddy, pennant no. FY 12, was quite a
small vessel. She measured 94 and a
quarter feet long and 18 and a half feet
wide. Her hold was nine and a quarter
feet deep and her engines were “triple
expansion” of 270 horse-power, produc-
ing nine knots per hour. She was built in
Aberdeen, Scotland, by Alexander Hall
and Engineering Company Ltd. and
launched on August 6, 1918 (completed
August 27).

Her launching was late for any effec-
tiverolein World War One, so she was
attached to the squadron conducting
mine-clearance on the south coast of
England. After the war, and once all
clearance work was completed, she was
transferred to the Mediterranean Fleet
and mostly based in Malta. On August
14, 1936, the Admiralty decided to place
the Eddy on the Reserve List in Malta.

Once Britain declared war on Ger-
many, Eddy was recommissioned as a
“minesweeping drifter” and joined the
403rd Minesweeping Group (Drifters)
stationed in Malta. Although of adif-
ferent class from other vessels, she
still took part in most mine-clearance
and salvage work.

Eddy was armed with asmall three-
pounder gun at the bow and aLewis
gun above the wheelhouse. As apre-
caution against magnetic mines, she
was fitted with an anti-magnetic cable
al around the ship-side at water-level,
to avoid any damage from the mines
she hunted.

L eading Stoker Joseph Faure* had
joined the Royal Navy along with his
bosom friend Joseph Medina. They
were both 18 and from Cospicua and
were posted to HM S St Angelo. Fauré
was actually two months short of his

T HE ROYAL NAVY hasalong list

* Joseph Fauré is the father of George
Fauré, a well-known ex-football player
and coach, who had also served in the
Royal Navy. George' s son Antoinewasthe
keyboards play of the famous rock band
The Characters.

18th hirthday but was accepted
through some assistance by the
parish priest. |

At the outbreak of the war, he
was assigned to HMD Eddy in
her duties to sweep the
approaches to Malta’'s harbours
for the much needed supplies
which were now being attacked
and sunk by the enemy.

Unfortunately, Eddy was not
destined to survive the war. On
May 24, 1942, Fauré was on
leave and Eddy was on “stand-
by”. She left Grand Harbour
under cover of darknessto sweep
a channel further north which
was mined by Italian E-boats the
previous night. At 4.30 p.m. the
next day, about a mile off St
Elmo Point, while on her way
back to port, she struck a mine
and sank.

The skipper and ten of her
crew survived, but eight others
were missing and presumed

Emmanuel Cremona, Petty Officer

Stoker Emmanuel Pizzuto, Petty Officer
Steward Joseph “San Guzepp” Spiteri
and Acting Petty Officer Salvatore Borg,
who died of injuriesthe next day.

Stoker Joseph Medinawas not aslucky
as his old friend Joseph Faure. He died
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HM Drifter Eddy in front of
Senglea Marina, c. 1940

JOSEPH FAURE (right) with Joseph Medina
dead. Among them were Able Seaman

trapped in the steel wreckage when Jus-
tified struck a mine and sank less than a
month later —on June 16, 1942.
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THE CHIEF
ENGINEER of
Eddy and his
| cat (left)who
were both lost
when the drifter
sank. Right:
other crew
members, of
whom the two
atright also

L | losttheir lives.

MALTESE
minesweeping
| crews and their
officers at the
end of the war

THE divers noticed a tube-like object

€electronic instruments capable of map-

ping the seabed follows asteady trail up
and down the coastline. Like afarmer plough-
ing afield, the boat combsthe surfacein asys-
tematic pattern.

The seamust becalm, but the operation could
take hours or even days. Fortunately the sonar
picks up an echo of astrange, unnatural shape,
possibly man-made. Standing two to five metres
above an uneven seabed, this contact |ooks
promising.

The decision is taken to investigate this
strange el ongated object lying 40 metres below
ablanket of water some distance away fromthe
Maltese coastline. To identify this structure a
visual contact is essential. This could be
achieved either by dropping avideo cameraon
an umbilical line hovering over thewreck so
that the investigating team can examine the
images by means of amonitor on board, or by
sending down scubadivers. Sincethe depthis
not too great, thelatter optionisdecided upon.

Divers from the “Deep 5" team equipped
with an underwater video cameraand an under-
water still cameradescend thefirst 30 metres
before they make out the remains of a ship-
wreck in an upright position. Underwater visi-
bility isnot so good, the water temperatureis
much lower at depth. The wreck looks awfully
strange but wel coming thediversisalarge shod
of amber fish which seem to occupy every inch
of thiswreck.

Thetop structureismissing, having collapsed

Q BOAT equipped with remote sensing

(Underwater photography by Sarah Carlton Gauci and Mario Gauci)

EMI FARRUGIA describes how “Deep
5", ateam of local divers led by him,

came across a World War One paddle
steamer on the seabed off Malta

over theyears. Wooden structuresdo not last long
inthewater. A marineworm, Teredo navalis ests
away wooden structures until they eventualy rot
and callgpse. Our firgtimpressionisthat thiswreck
must be very old, possibly dating back to World
War One. Time has stood till for this shipwreck
for over 80 years. Placing our finson thiswreck
seemsliketouching history, wherethe past meets
the present.

We descend on the stern section. Therudder-
turning mechanism looks large. The rudder
itsdlf iscertainly larger than those on other WW
I1 shipwrecks filmed by the team and seen on
Dinja Ohra, the TVM underwater series. Near-
ing the bottom, the seabed islittered with boul-
ders— probably the debris dumped into the sea
from the ruins of demolished buildings during
WWII.

Looking for the ship’spropellersbringsasur-
prise: thewreck has none. Have these been sal-
vaged? Y et the hull has no mounting that took
the propeller shafts. A ship without propellers
seems very strange. Could this be possible, or
arethe divers experiencing lack of concentra-
tion, asymptom of nitrogen narcosis?

Finning along the ship's side, the divers
notice atube-like object sticking out horizon-
tally, approximately a metre away from the
main deck. Even more interesting is that the
wreck hasanother identical feature on the other
side.

On closer inspection the divers discover that
these two features had amechanical function.
Theanswer to the mystery of aship without pro-
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THE “DEEP 5" TEAM, from left: Paul Ciappara, Mario Gauci, Sarah Carlton Gauci,
Michael Cooper and Emi Farrugia
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THE BOW SECTION beyond the anchor winch is missing

Underwater discovery

A LARGE SHOAL of amber fish seems to occupy every inch of the wreck

A SWARTNY
class tug similar
to Stirling Castle

pellersispaddle whedls. Although the wooden
paddles are now gone, a pair once stood on
these objects. These wheels have rotted away
and bitsand pieces of them now form part of the
seabed below.

oing through a broken-up section on

the wreck’ s starboard side, a section

missing from someform of explosion
which could have been caused by amine, the
divers enter the boiler room area. Two coal-
fired furnaces can be seen with their doors
open, waiting to be fed with a continuous sup-
ply of coal whichisstill lying on the floor and
in the coal bunkers nearby. Instead these are
now being fed by a continuous flow of cardi-
nal fish.

Theboiler pressure gaugeistill there, but the
only pressureit gets at this depth is exerted by
the40 metresof water lying above.

What we have found is awreck of a steam
paddle ship. The boilersshared asinglefunnel,
and athough thefunnel isgone the placewhere
it once stood isclearly visible. A huge bollard
at the stem indicates that the ship once carried
out tug duties. A number of low-calibre ammu-
nition shellswere a so found. Although no guns
have asyet been discovered, we safely assume
that the ship had them on board and they must
be somewhere else, lying silently on the
seabed.

The bow section beyond the anchor winchis
missing. Thewreck liestilting down at the bow,
and partsof it could be submerged under thesilt.
It ispossible that as the ship’sengine, bailers,
gearbox, and connecting rods are situated
towardsthe bow sectioninstead of the stem, the
ship was predominantly bow-heavy, soit could
aso be that when the ship sank she went down
bow first; when the vessel hit the seabed, the
bow was smashed with the impact. Another
possibility isthat the bow section could have
been exploded by amine.

When one mentions paddle-wheel steam-
ships one would immediately think of Mark
Twain and those steam paddle riverboats used

on the Mississippi. At the turn of this century
steam paddl e ships were acommon sight in
our harbours aswell. Their manoeuvrability
in confined places made them a popular
choiceat thetime.

Steam paddle ships were even built after
World War Two. Two famous tugboats that
chiselled their namein history during the last
war were Ancient and Robust— both were pad-
diewheel steamers.

The use of coal asadriving force on ships
was quite ahandicap for war purposes. Besides
requiring amassive infrastructure, loading this
fuel was also slow. Another serious handicap
wasthe black smokethe ships|eft behind when
steaming along on open water. Theblack cloud
wasagiveaway which attracted U-boat attacks.
So eventually coal was replaced by a much
cleaner fuel.

No definite clues were found on the wreck
spelling out itsreal identity, such asthe ship’s
bell, which may be anywhere on the seabed, or
the ship’s name crest normally found at the
bow, sincethissectionisalso missing.

0 establish the identity of thiswreck,

the divers have only one other lengthy

option. Collect as much information as
possible about the wreck, measure its ap-
proximate length, and its beam. In this case
we have awreck which isslightly longer than
30 metres with a nine-metre beam, and by
elimination one can reasonably reach a con-
clusion.

All the names of paddle-wheel steamships
which once operated around Maltain the
first half of this century were collected with
the help of Joe Caruana, the team’s maritime
researcher. First to be eliminated were those
with two funnels. Then we removed from
the list those which were too long or too
wide to fit the size of this wreck. Next we
chose the ones which could have been used
as tugboats and excluded, for example, the
ferry boats, until we had only a few names
onour list. Thefate of each and every one of

| AHUGE BOLLARD at the
stern indicates the vessel
once served as atugboat

them was then investi-

gated.
During this interesting |
process the exercise

becomes similar tothework |
of a forensic detective
searching for any clues to
solveacrime.

Theteam’s conclusion at
this stage, unless proved
otherwise, isthat thiswreck
belongsto the single-funnel
steam paddle-wheel aux-
iliary ship Stirling Castle
which sank off Malta.

Stirling Castle was an
auxiliary gunboat of 271
grosstons. Theammunition
shells found on the wreck
are connected with this
type. Most ships are capa-
ble of towing, so abollard
at the stem is a common |
piece of equipment found
on most ships. Itslow ton-
nage suggests that this |
could betheright size.

Stirling Castle was
built by Scott in King-
ham, UK and was
launched almost 100
years ago — on October 7,
1899. The Royal Navy
requisitioned it for World
War One duties on May
18, 1916, only four
months before she was
sunk by amine off Malta
on September 26, 1916.

The “Deep 5” team has
avideo of this shipwreck |
to include it in a future
mini-series of underwater |
documentaries that we
hope to co-produce with a
local TV station.

AMMUNITION SHELLS
found in the wreck indicate
the ship was a gunboat




